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Review of the Literature on Critical Thinking for Nursing Practice in Japan

OGATA Yuko

Abstract: The author conducted a review of the literature from multiple academic disciplines regarding their
research trends, trends in studies on nursing, and the actual use of nursing research results. The study helped to
clarify the significance of critical thinking in nursing practice in Japan. In various academic disciplines, focus
is placed on the concept of “social” and “critical thinking disposition,” in which attention is paid to thinking
that takes place in daily activities. Teaching methods and assessment tools in the form of rating scales have been
developed. In nursing research, rating scales that were developed in other disciplines are utilized, and rating scales
specific to nursing are also developed. These rating scales are used for educational evaluation in basic education
as well as for defining a required capacity for judgment in nursing practice. Challenges in the future for nursing
science include the development of materials for teaching critical thinking and verification regarding the usefulness

of critical thinking for nursing practice in risk aversion and decision-making support.

Keywords: nursing practice, critical thinking, disposition, decision-making



