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The Effect of Class Size Reduction in Adult Foreign Language Education:
Reform of English Education at the University Level, Part 2

KUNO Hiroyuki

Abstract: Research suggests that, at primary and secondary school levels, class size reduction has a positive
effect on foreign language learning, and that the relationship between class size and academic learning is
linear. Heejong Yi at the Defense Language Institute Foreign Language Center, Monterey, CA, conducted an
experimental study of the effects of class size reduction for adult foreign language learners and, despite some
limitations, presented persuasive evidence to prove that a reduced class size, which has been proven by many
studies to positively affect student performance at pre-college levels in general, does actually benefit adult
learners in foreign language classes as well. Her study provides a strong reason for us to take a serious step
toward enhancing the instructional quality of our general education English courses by reducing class size.
This paper proposes one of the possible ways to make specific and systematic efforts to reduce the class size of
the relatively large classes in our general education English programs for non-English majors. Included in the
proposal are consolidating departmentalized courses into ability-based ones, offering three-days-a-week courses,
creating the virtual fourth day by e-learning, putting more emphasis on the freshman experience with English,
and applying more rigid standards to student performance. Without making some drastic changes in our ways
of offering general education English courses and establishing a clear articulation between them and technical
English courses, we may be far short of reaching our nationally recognized goal of producing people who can

use English well enough to meet the needs of their workplace.
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