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A descriptive analysis of Japanese mada and Korean acik

KONISHI Masato

Abstract: The Japanese aspectual adverb mada (roughly meaning “not...yet”) has several related but distinct
meanings, but it has not been examined descriptively in detail so far. In this paper I descriptively discriminate
10 related but distinctive meanings of mada, 7 of which are related to time and 3 of which are not. Moreover,
by comparing with and analyzing the Korean aspectual adverb acik, I’ve made a clearer distinction among the
meanings of mada, and presented the similarities and the differences between the two (i.e. mada and acik) as
well. This paper will yield descriptive resources that might be used as the basis for further formal and theoretical

research on mada, acik and other aspectual adverbs.
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(6) a.John is not yet asleep.
b. John is already asleep.

c. John is still asleep.

d. John is not asleep anymore.
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Jean n’est pas encore endormi.
Jean est déja endormi.

Jean est encore endormi.

Jean n’est plus endormi.
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(7) John is still asleep
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THREE-DIMENSIONAL POLARITY SYSTEM A | B C
John is not yet asleep 0 1 0
John is already asleep 1 1 1
John is still asleep 1 0 0
John is not asleep anymore 0 0 1
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