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The Reactions of Modern Etymology to “Shuowen Jiezi” :
Interpretion of Fu Radical as Examples

SU Bing

Abstract : "Shuowen Jiezi" left quite difficult problems for modern researchers of Etymology. Interpretations
about the Fu radical is one example. Modern researches face the task of distinguishing between ancient
Chinese characters when reading inscriptions on bones, bronze fonts and Zhuanwen. Modern scholars have
to make a choice among following the hypotheses established by Xu Shen, or negating them, or making some
modifications to them. Various attitudes foward these hypotheses have led to divergent views. This paper tries
to view the reactions of Chinese scholars and Japanese ambassadors (Kato Jyoken, Todo Akiyasu, Shirakawa
Shizuka). This paper attempts to summarize perspectives on the similarities and differences, regarding Xu

Shen’s hypotheses.



