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The Housing Design & QOL Guaranty system for the Care-Needed Aged
Peoples in the Netherland

KAMADA Kiyoko

Abstract: In Japan the progress in medical treatment has led a very aging society and more than 5,000 people
are to be 100 years old at the end of 2012. Now a long life doesn't necessarily mean “a happy life”” but who
takes care of the elderly is becoming a serious problem. Particularly the elderly who are at nursery homes
in Tohoku and Hokkaido Districts need a twenty-four-hour care. Because of the heavy snowfalls and cold
climate there, the design techniques of the homes are the key to the users’ healthy long life. The Netherlands
is a forerunner of solving difficult problems like a public nursing care insurance scheme, the approval of an
euthanasia bill, “an evaluation system by a third party” as a way of raising the quality of care services. There
exists a model of policies and practical measures we have to learn. In this study the author takes up a practical
case by “Foundation Humanitas”, which is highly valued as a housing environment for self support of physically
or mentally handicapped persons or people suffering from senile dementia, and investigates the legislation and

the way of space design we ought to adapt to Japanese houses, especially in cold districts with heavy snowfalls.
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