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An Analysis of the Japanese Phasal Subsidiary Verb V-hazime-
KONISHI Masato

Abstract : In this paper I analyze the distribution and the meaning of the Japanese phasal subsidiary verb
V-hazime-, which represents the beginning phases of events. In section 2, I review some previous works of
V-hazime- and insist on the need of an analysis relating the verbs (or verb phrases) and the environments where
V-hazime’s- are used. And in section 3, I show the three types of the distributions of V-hazime- relating 1) paths
(or some incremental scales), 2) tactic relations (or representing the sequence) of events, and 3) introduction of
time-viewpoints, describing their meanings and the conditions respectively. Then in the next section I focus on
the verbs and modifiers they occur with and give an explanation for some problems, such as their impossibility
to co-occur with verbs of maintenance, their meaning with graduality and habituality, which have not been fully,

or never previously explained.



