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A Study on the Supply and Demand for Cooperative and Cohabitation
Housing Suitable for an Aging and Internationalized Society

KAMADA Kiyoko

Abstruct : The declining birthrate and the aging population in Japan brought the increase in the rate of vacant
houses and hence a fall in land prices and rent for houses, which has caused the depression of the Japanese
real estate market. In recent years, however, some of the old apartment houses, dormitories for employees
or detached houses have been reformed into cooperative and cohabitation housing, which has attracted
considerable attention. It is a new housing business model which guarantees safety, management responsibility
and added value such as the reduction of economical burden of rent, the improvement of quality of life and the
creation of residents’ pleasure and hobbies. In this study the author analyzes the possibilities where Western idea
of cohabitation might be developed in the Japanese real estate market by way of reusing old and unfashionable
real estate and suggests future possibilities or tasks which have to be done. Furthermore the author investigates
the problems peculiar to Japanese society and Japanese people in applying the northern European idea of
collective housing, group homes, and welfare service for working couples, physically handicapped people and

elderly people who need to be cared, to the Japanese housing market.
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