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Modern Chinese Novels Show Sensitive Reactions to the Changes of
Hairstyles

SU Bing

Abstract: In modern China, several great changes of hairstyles have taken place. Exactly how those changes
were expressed in novels —— often accempanied by bloodshed and / or the sacrifice of one's life —— is what
I will explore in this paper. In fact, modern novels represent to the changes of hairstyles, which can be divided
into three categories: strongly political interests, severely moral in their criticism, and psychological observation.
It is very rare to show such strong responses to the changes of hairstyle in novels. However, due to a lack
of character description, we can find that descriptions of hair in most modern Chinese novels were limited.
Surely, there exists a contradiction between excessive reactions and such limited descriptions. Nontheless, this

contradiction does reveal one of the features of modern Chinese novels.



