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Mozart's Piano Sonatas for a 4-Handed Performance:
Focusing on K.497 in F Major

NISHINO Miho

Abstract: A 4-handed performance on the piano is an ensemble played by two pianists together on one piano. I
have had a series of “duo recitals” every year between 1995 and 2014, playing pieces that varied from classical
to modern music in different eras. Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1781), a classical composer, wrote five
sonatas for 4-handed performance. Although written in the early stage of 4-handed performance history, they are
highly valued for their unique musical expressions and rich sounds. In particular, K.497 composed in 1786 in
Vienna is regarded as an enduring masterpiece in the history of 4-handed performances. Jean-Victor Hocquard,
an expert in Mozart, called this “ Mozart's finest sonata among all the pieces written by him.” The aim of this

study is to analyze its characteristics, and explore the background of this piece from the viewpoint of the pianist.



