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Examining the Definition of ' Kansei'" in Early Childhood Education

NAGANO Soichiro and KIYA Michiko

Abstract: The purpose of this study was to examine the function of “Kansei” in early childhood education,
based on the awareness that the “Guidelines for Kindergarten Education” do not clearly state what kind of
function “Kansei” has. As a result of a review of previous studies, it was found that “Kansei” refers not only to
noticing objects in the external world, but also to the expression of being involved with objects by comparing
the received objects with one's own experience and knowledge, selecting and choosing information, creating
value in the objects, exploring the direction of transmission, and exploring and devising ways of communicating.
It was also revealed that when “Kansei” is demonstrated, new insights are born in the aspect of “creation

i

and transmission,” and that it has the nature of circulating to new “Kansei,” and that a chain of “Kansei” is
generated in which other children activate their own “Kansei” in response to the “Kansei” of other children. In
this study, an issue was discovered that the demonstration of “Kansei” in young children may be influenced by
the attitude of caregivers. As a future perspective, it is necessary to explore how “Kansei” is nurtured in early

childhood education, taking into account the work of caregivers.
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