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On “-te i-” Sentences Representing “Result States” in Japanese

KONISHI Masato

Abstract: Various analyses have been made on the meaning of the aspectual form “~te i-” in modern Japanese,

EEINT3

beginning with Kindaichi (1950). Among them, “action continuation/progressive,” “result (state) continuation,”

EEINT3

and “maintenance” are considered to represent central meanings, while “repetition,” “(action) perfect,” and
“simple state” are listed as peripheral meanings. However, as pointed out in Konishi (2020), sentences in which
the “-fe i-” form is used, but which do not necessarily express the “result” state of the (supposed) change-of-
state event expressed by the base verb, are easy to come across. So far, conventional analyses have argued that
“state-changing verb + -fe i-” usually expresses “result (state) continuation,” while in special cases it expresses
“simple state.” In contrast, this paper proposes the possibility that many “state-changing verb + -fe i-” forms
express “simple state” and that the number of cases expressing “result state continuation” may not be as great
as has been claimed. That possibility and its implications are induced in the current paper through a deliberate

distinction and orthogonalization of two similar but distinct axes constituted by “property/(temporary) state” and

“simple state/resultant state.”

Keywords: -fe i-, aspectual meaning, result state, simple state



