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Developmental Support for Children with Disabilities Living in the
Community
—Hokkaido Bunkyo University Smile Project’s efforts during the coronavirus pandemic—

SHIKANAI Azusa, Murakami Yui, KOHASHI Takuma, SUGAWARA Miho,
KASAMI Yasuhiro, KOZUKA Miyuki, SHIRAHATA Aki and SATO Akinori

Abstract: The Child Welfare Law was revised in 2016, to that it is now necessary to provide home care services
for target children and their families, as well as "support for children's development" and "development of
social resources necessary for the community" in schools and communities. This study aims to investigate the
relationship between the students studying nursing, physical therapy, occupational therapy, child development,
and nutrition at the university and children with illnesses and disabilities living in the area around the university
or near the students' route to school (hereinafter referred to as “target children”) from 2017 (Shikanai 2018,
Shikanai 2019, Murakami 2019, Yamakita 2019, Kanouchi 2020, Shirahata 2020, Murakami 2020) . The
purpose of this project was to enhance the children's awareness of their potential and to build on their own
learning by engaging with them through events organized by the university and by visiting their homes. Based
on our activities since 2017, we have continued to explore new activities for this project, keeping in mind
infection prevention during the COVID19 pandemic.Students who agreed to this study and participated in
the activities.They had the opportunity to focus on the strengths of the target children, enjoy communication,
think about ways to to further improve communication, and the need for knowledge to understand the child's
mental and physical development.It was suggested that in addition to the specialized learning they needed while

attending school, they also needed supported by choosing their specialty after graduation.

Keywords: community, children with disabilities (persons), developmental support, COVID19 pandemic



