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Developmental Support for Children with Disabilities Living in the Community
—Learning for students through interaction at the salon—

SUGAWARA Miho, KOHASHI Takuma, MURAKAMI Yui and SHIKANAI Azusa

Abstract: The purpose of this study is to analyze the learning of students who participated in the Smile Project
through their support activities for children with disabilities and their families, and to obtain suggestions for
future project activities and student education. The subjects were students who participated in the Smile Project
in the fiscal year 2022, consisting of a total of four students from the Department of Nursing, the Department
of Child Development, and the Department of Occupational Therapy in the Faculty of Human Sciences. The
data obtained from the questionnaires written after the completion of the support activities were analyzed
qualitatively and descriptively. The students experienced difficulties in interacting with the children during
the support activities, but gradually became aware of the children's strengths. Then, based on the hints they
received from their guardians, they thought of ways to communicate with the children in a way that suited their
individuality and were oble to put them into practice. Since this kind of experience is an activity that leads to the
students' own growth, it is suggested that the frequency of such activities should be increased in the future, and

the students should be supported so that their knowledge and skills can be deepened.

Keywords: students, children with disabilities, developmental support



