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Support for the Development of Children in the Community with Disabilities
—Realization of students throughout the process of planning a christmas party—

KOHASHI Takuma, SUGAWARA Miho, SHIKANAI Azusa and KASAMI Yasuhiro

Abstract: In our university, we are implementing the Hokkaido Bunkyo University Smile Project, a multi-
disciplinary project that aims to encourage the social participation of children in the Local Community receiving
medical care at home, as well as to provide a platform where students can learn. As part of this project, students
planned and held a Christmas party in collaboration with a short-term admission office for preschool children
receiving medical care in City A to encourage interaction between children receiving medical care at home
and students. After the event, we surveyed students and asked them to describe what they noticed and learned
in the process of preparing for and on the day of the Christmas party. The participating students said that by
communicating with children receiving medical care at home, they were able to witness the happy expressions
of children while they worked together on the creative activities despite finding it "difficult to understand their
feelings." Some students had some realizations and learned things saying, "This experience allowed me to gain

confidence." In some cases, the experience at the Smile Project had an impact on students' career paths.

Keywords: children with disabilities, developmental support, Christmas party, student learning



