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Abstract

It may be said that one of the greatest difficulties for Chinese and Japanese in learning each

others’ language, especially in spoken Chinese and Japanese, exists in the differences between

Chinese and Japanese vowels. While Japanese has a five-vowel system, /a/,/i/,/u/,/e/,/0/,

Chinese has a much larger number of vowel sounds, an

eight-vowel system, /a/,/i/,/o/,/u/,

/y/,/a/,/1/,/\/. In this paper, first, I observed the quality of Chinese vowels by the vowel

formants. Second, I compared them with Yayoi Homma's recording of cardinal Japanese

vowels. After comparing, I not only investigated the acoustical characteristics of Chinese and

Japanese vowels, but expounded the difference of acoustical characteristics by comparing

Chinese vowels with Japanese vowels.



