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Abstract

In this paper, Chinese vowel durations are examined, measuring the vowel durations of the four-
tone syllables, those in front of a pause, those in front of different consonants, those after different
consonants, those in stressed syllables and unstressed syllables, those in two-syllable words and
four-syllable words, and those in the different of words pronounced at different speeds. The results
reveal that Chinese vowel durations are closely related to syllable, pause, speed, and stress, although

the duration of each syllable in a word is different.



