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Abstract

The term “table coordinate” was created at the end of 1970s in Japan. This term covers not only the
concept for layout of china, cuttlery, glassware and other table items, but also the methodology to display
these materials at special occasions and commemorative days, such as birthdays, Christmas, New Year’s
day, weddings, and so on. According to the season and the purpose of these events, table cloths, candles and
their holders, flowers and vases, place cards and other items should be selected and arranged to ensure good
atmosphere, satisfactory results and the reputation of hosts at each event. Thus, books, articles, TV programs,

9 <

websites and others are entitled as “beautiful table settings,” “creative colorchemes”, “harmonizing flower
arrangements for any occasion”, and so on.

The present study was carried out to identify the origin and function of “table coordinate” in modern life
in Japan. We found that “table coordinate” has been important in household matters for the daily lifestyle

and procedures of “self-display” by Japanese women.






