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Abstract

The noun holophrase with rising-tone has remarkably different semantic extensions in Chinese and
Japanese. In both languages, such holophrases can express the meaning of the sentence “Is OO ~ ?” by
omitting the theme “CO (. However, the Chinese holophrases, just as English ones, can also denote the
meaning of “what does ~ (O()?” by omitting the action part, while Japanese ones can not. The reason can
be traced to the fact that in Japanese holophrases, the zero-form of a noun belongs to a marked category,
which can only point to general questions, while in Chinese, it falls in the scope of an unmarked category,
which has a much wider semantic extensions pointing not only to general questions, but also to special
questions and also imperative, persuasive significations etc. These can only be achieved in Japanese by using
the auxiliary word “wa”.

This paper points out that it is the disparity in language types that leads to the different notional horizons
between Chinese and Japanese rising-tone noun holophrases. Japanese is an inflected language in which
the grammatical meaning is indicated by the morpheme adhered to the end of the word. Because the form
and meaning are of a one-to-one relationship, the significance is relatively stable. As an isolating language,
Chinese has a flexible syntactic structure, emphasizing meaning and parataxis rather than form and structure.
A prominent feature of the Chinese language is that one form can be interpreted differently in various
contexts. Such a feature decides that a Chinese rising-tone noun holophrase has a wider notional horizon than

a Japanese one.



