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Group Interview of Persons Living with Mental Illness

— Utilizing Work Experience in the Knowledge of Continuous Support
OHKAWA Hiroko, FURUKAWA Tsutomu and HONDA Toshinori

Abstract: In recent years, the need for work support for handicapped persons has increased, and particularly
for job application registration at job-placement offices by persons living with mental illness. At this time, a
group interview was carried out regarding support for continued work. Six people living with mental illness and
with work experience were interviewed. As a result, experience working and experience losing work over a wide
range, and the merits and demerits regarding disclosure / nondisclosure of disability at the time of employment,
were discussed. However, merits of disclosure at the time of employment were few, and opinion was divided over
continued work under the condition of nondisclosure. Moreover, medicine was mainly thought to be the device for
continued work, but on the other hand, others did not have a specific device. From these points, the possibility of
unconsciously having a device in daily life, and the possibility that experiences of others living with mental illness
is not shared, were assumed. Work support, which utilizes the experiences of persons living with mental illness, is

thought to be important from now.



