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Study of Refurbishment and Utilization Methods of Vacant & Older
Secondhand Buildings in Japan:
Consideration of a Case Study for the Preservation of Cultural Heritage and Row Houses, and

Community Activation
KAMADA Kiyoko

Abstract: An increase in vacant houses & older secondhand buildings has become a serious social issue in
developed countries. The cause of this phenomena is population decline and an excess supply of new housing
and condominiums. Houses which still can be used are a valuable social resource. For example, they are
suitable for nursing homes for elderly people, nurseries for children, play centers for after-school children,
private schools for children, group homes for handicapped people and people with senile dementia, and so on.
However there are not any finance support methods for improving practices by city banks. We need some more
new finance methods and new practical ways to change the financing process by lawful means. After the capital
of Japan moved from Kyoto to Tokyo, there were an increasing number of vacant houses in Kyoto due to the
closing of many industrial companies, which devastated the community. The “Kyoto project” is attempting to
reconstruct vacant houses and preserve traditional culture, converting itself to a tourist city for foreign visitors.
Kyomachiya (the prototype for Japanese low-brow housing) has been available in hotels for foreigners and
foreign families. In other local areas, vacant houses owned by elderly landlords have started to be renovated by
DYT methods in workshops by students or internship for employment. I am proposing a new usage method by

SNS and IT systems for remodeling vacant houses & condominiums in this paper: crowdfunding.

Keywords: public recovery fund, construction fund subsidy, crowdfunding, immigrant support, base for cultural

exchange



