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The Theoretical Backgrounds of the New Curriculum at the Department of
International Language Studies and an Examination of Pilot Case Studies

SANO Aiko

Abstract: It has been pointed out that what the department of International Language Studies is offering to
our students may not reflect their needs. With such an understanding, “The curriculum reformation committee”
was set up in October 2014 in order to find a better way of serving our students’ needs. Through an extensive
discussion at the committee, it was agreed that the department should pursue the development of human
resources that can function well in the rapidly internationalising society as its primary mission. The new
curriculum was negotiated under that vision, and was then approved at the general faculty meeting in October
2015. In the present paper, the theoretical frameworks that formulated the new curriculum will be explored
thoroughly, and the pilot case studies of experimental classes and various preparations that were conducted this
year will be examined. The suggestions for further improvements in the various aspects of the new curriculum

and its implementation will be discussed.

Keywords: practical English proficiency, active learning



