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Refereed Paper

Absence of NGO Function Networking and Interconnecting Sub-Politics:

Toward the Vitalization of Democracy in the Post-Disaster Risk Society of Japan
WATANABE Makoto

Abstract: Japan, which has experienced the twin disasters of the Great Eastern Earthquake and the accident at
the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Station, is a rare case study for a risk society discussion in terms of the
post-disaster politics in which risk is already explicit in many ways. Japan has not shown solidarity and social
change as is expected in Ulrich Beck’s “Risk Society.” Therefore social science must re-examine the framework
of the frequently quoted risk society theory itself and reorganize the framework in its application to Japan’s risk
society. This paper focuses on the sub-politics argument with the intention to vitalizes Japan’s democracy. It
was found that the function or the equivalent to “something like NGO” or political NGO is absent in the culture
of Japanese politics. This also suggest that the perspective of conflictual heterogeneous dialogue between
different social actors, in other words, the creation of new universality through political communication in the
newly generated public sphere, complements Beck’s view of “Risk Society” with a realistic acknowledgement

of the democratic processes of complex and diverse societies today.

Keywords: Democracy, Risk Society, Sub-Politics, Political Communication, NGO



