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Refereed Paper

Time Lag in the Adoption of Instructional Procedures after Joyo Kanji
Revision and Its Impact on Kanji Instruction:
Based on a 2012-2013 National Survey of Japanese High Schools

YABE Reiko

Abstract: Teaching the additional 196 Kanji characters in the “Joyo Kanji List of Kanji for Common Use”
released on November 30, 2010, imposed a great responsibility on high-school Japanese-language departments
to teach literacy, which widely exceeded their usual responsibilities. However, this initiative faced time-lag
issues: The November-end revision was only fully adopted from 2013 onward because of the unique system
of educational administration in high schools that introduces progressive annual changes (for a certain period,
the adoption status of the new curriculum differs between year levels). These issues effectively hindered
the initiative from reaching the forefront of Japanese educational settings, thereby obstructing any change
in teachers’ awareness. Therefore, many students lost the opportunity to learn additional Kanji characters.
Yabe (2013: 47-59) corroborates this situation through an analysis of a questionnaire survey administered to
university students enrolled in Hokkaido Prefecture’s high schools and their Japanese-language teachers at the
time of the revision. Yabe’s study was included in Collected Articles on the Japanese Language, Volume 50
(Ronsetsu Shiryo Hozonkai, Association for the Preservation of Collected Articles) and was well received to a
certain extent; however, it did not fully explore issues such as “the need for a nationwide survey and analysis”
and “identifying solutions beyond reforming teachers’ mindsets.” To examine such issues, the above-mentioned
nationwide survey was conducted again (2012-2013). An analysis of its results revealed the importance
of collaboration and communication between the educational administration and the forefront of Japanese

education settings, as well as the educational administration’s responsibilities.

Keywords: literacy education, Joyo Kanji, revision, high schools, teaching



