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Communication Education for Kokugo Programs

OKAMOTO Sachiko

Abstract: This paper reflects upon the past Kokugo (Japanese national language) policies of Japan to determine
their effectiveness in language teaching. Then a sociolinguistic approach is proposed in order to develop
communication competence of the Japanese language in future school education. New official guidelines for
school teaching will be introduced in 2020 after revision, with focus on students in order to promote their active
learning in all subjects in the curriculum. Active learning will be conducted mainly in the form of group work on
problem-based learning and relevant project-based tasks involving discussion. Accordingly, such collaborative
learning methods will place even more emphasis on the management of Japanese language capabilities to
achieve effective communication. Therefore, the conscious application of the "politeness theory" is effective
in improving Japanese communication by helping students to articulate their thoughts and ideas, and thereby

mutual understanding with others.



