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The Widening Activities of the Global Community Centre (GCC) and the
Pedagogical Outcomes

SANO Aiko, MITSUGI Makoto and RICHMOND Sarah

Abstract: Responding to the urgent call to reform the curriculum at the Department of International Language
Studies at Hokkaido Bunkyo University, a new set of curricula was implemented in April 2016. In order to
supplement and strengthen the changes made in the curriculum, two projects were introduced: one to encourage
students to study abroad, and the other, to create a space for students to interact on a daily basis using foreign
languages. In relation to the second project, the present paper reports the outcome of a series of projects
implemented by the Bunkyo University students utilising the Global Community Centre, a space where students
must communicate in a language other than Japanese. All of the activities not only created opportunities for
students to communicate in English on a daily basis but also to serve the local community and their peers. This
also fostered an independence when it came to students creating their own research and connections in the

community.

Keywords: communication, English proficiency, project
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