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Refereed Paper

Incremental Type of made-clauses in Modern Japanese

KONISHI Masato

Abstract: In Modern Japanese, sentence (1) has two meanings depending on the type of interpretation of the

made-clauses (Ono 2007).

(1) Kare wa sinu-made tabako-o sut-ta.

he TOP die -made -cigarette-ACC smoke-PST

interpretation 1: He died because of too much smoking.

interpretation 2: He continued to smoke until he died.

Based on Konishi (2018), I first defined “time-type” made-clauses, which roughly mean unti/ in English
(interpretation 2), and “degree-type,” which roughly mean to the extent. Then, 1 further classified the latter into
two types; the “extreme-type,” which picks up the extreme example (as even in English, e. g. As the meeting
was so important, even the principal attended.), and the “incremental-type,” which approximately corresponds
with interpretation 1 above and is the topic of this paper. In the incremental-type, the event described in the
made-clause delimits the change-of-state event by pointing the value on the degree scale defined by the change-
of-state event, and then the change-of-state event and the event described in the main clause are related through
the incremental relation. Next I illustrated how these three types of made-clauses are unified: with time axis
(time-type), only with degree scale (extreme-type), and both by “structure preserving binding” (incremental-type,
cf. Jackendoff 1996). After a brief look at the characters and the borders of these three types, I focused on the
incremental type and examined the characteristic properties of incremental made-sentences from the incremental
scales and of the main verbs in the main clauses respectively. Furthermore, I pointed out that the events which
are described in the incremental made-clause to indicate the degree on the scale must actually take place (except

hyperbolic expressions), and explained distributional conditions of this type based on this property.

Keywords: made-clause, degree-type, degree scale, incremental relation, structure preserving binding



