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Communication in the Tag Game Onigokko and Its Significance:
An Analysis of Narratives in Dialogue

MITSUGI Makoto

Abstract: The purpose of this paper is to explore the communicative aspects of the tag game known as
Onigokko in Japan and consider the significances produced through communication in the Onigokko as a team
tag sport. The data used in this study was a dialogue between the representative director of Onigokko Association
and a specialist in communication studies, and it was analyzed using SCAT analysis (Otani, 2008, 2011). As
a result of the analysis, six concepts emerged as significant captured from the viewpoint of communication
in Onigokko: understanding of others, sharing emotions, mutual understanding by nonverbal communication,
elimination of uncertainty in common understanding and promotion of understanding, emotional adjustment and
self-recognition, and training characteristics. Despite the limitations of this study looking into that arose from
only the contents of utterance in the dialogue, the present paper reports the strength of playing Onigokko for

some aspects of interpersonal communication.

Keywords: Onigokko, communication, an analysis of narratives, conceptualization



