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Exploring the Origins of Communication-Focused Instruction
- The School Education Sought by Genzo Katsura -

TAKAHASHI Michiya

Abstract: Within the "New Course of Study Guidelines" which will be implemented in the year 2020, the topic
of "subjective, interactive, and deep learning" is receiving attention. 50 years ago, at Shimamatsu Elementary
School in Eniwa, Hokkaido, there was already a school principal working on instruction development and
school development through a method which he called "communication instruction." His leadership was talked
about widely, and although it was only a rural school in Hokkaido, Shimamatsu Elementary became known
across Japan, attracting over 9,800 observers and visitors from both inside and outside Hokkaido over a ten-
year period. Elements of the school's administrative policies, pedagogy, and recognition of important issues
are relevant even today, and are worthy of attention. While the school principal Mr. Genzo Katsura is himself
an interesting topic, this paper will consider the modem effectiveness of the method called "communication

instruction," which he used to advance education while improving teacher groups and changing the community.

Keywords: Genzo Katsura, Communication Instruction, Teacher Groups, School Development, Instruction

Development
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