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Report on Activities to Promote Understanding of Dementia for Students and The
Surrounding Community

TSUJI Yukimi, TAKAOKA Tetsuko and YOSHIDA Naomi

Abstract: In collaboration with the city of Eniwa in Japan, the Gerontology Nursing Field section of the
Department of Human Sciences at Hokkaido Bunkyo University developed and implemented an initiative in
2018 to help increase students understanding of elderly people with dementia by interacting with them. The
purpose of this paper is to report the results of conducting the following events: ‘Run TOMO in Hokkaido Bunkyo
University”, ‘Dementia cafe in Open Campus’, and ‘Trial of Dementia cafe to support national examination for
nursing license’. During these events, students were able to interact with elderly people with dementia. Further,
as the elderly with dementia were all smiles during the events, it is suggested that these opportunities served to
stimulate the intellectual activity of the elderly with dementia. The authors expect to develop training plans that
enable students to learn how elderly people with dementia live in group homes and how to communicate with them
during visits group homes. Further, more a student project in which students conduct community-based activities

that promote the understanding of dementia will be developed.

Keywords: collaboration in community, gerontology nursing field, the elderly with dementia, students






