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The Direction of the Change and the -fe i- form in Japanese

KONISHI Masato

Abstract: In Japanese, there are sentences with the -ze i- forms of change-of-state verbs, which is similar to
English adjectival past participles. But some of them can represent the states of the objects/themes even though

they have changed in the opposite direction which the verbs lexically describe.

Kore, daibu massugu-ni si-ta kedo, mada sukosi magat-te i-ru.
this much straight-ly do-PST but still alittle bend-fe i-PRS

“I’ve straightened this much, but it is still slightly bent.”

In this paper I presented the change-of-state verbs which can represent such meaning in this construction and
which cannot. Then I showed the property of the verbs which is needed to make this construction applicable: to
have gradual scales with a lower limit. And as for verbs which cannot fit this construction but have lower-closed
gradual scales, such as kusar-u ‘rot” and toke-ru ‘melt,” I insisted that it is because they lexically have the fixed
directions of the changes they describe.

Then I overviewed some previous research of the -fe i- form representing “simple state” to compare my
observations in this paper with these three topics: 1) the relation with the -te i- form representing resultant state,
2) the mechanism to produce this “simple state” meaning, and 3) the verbs which can produce this meaning. But
unfortunately I couldn’t relate the -fe i- form in this paper with former research explicitly because of subjective
or insufficient expressions in previous papers, so I finally summarized a property of this -fe i- form in this paper
as follows: when these scales in change-of-state verbs relate with the time axis, their “standard degrees” are
interpreted as the initial degrees (before the events) and the states represented by -fe i- forms are understood as
“resultant states,” but when they don’t relate with the time axis, their “standard degrees” are interpreted literally
as “standard degrees” and the states represented by -fe i- forms are understood as states different from the

“standard.”

Keywords: change-of-state verbs, direction of change, “simple state” -te i- form, degree scale



