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Starting Workshops That Utilize Local Resources:
A Case Study of the Bengala Dyeing Experience on the Theme of the Kalimba Site

KASAMI Yasuhiro, KATO Hiroaki, NISINO Miho, YOSIOKA Akiko and OYAMADA Ken

Abstract: The regional development project "ENIWA Studies" is a practical joint research to study the process
of regional development through cultural activities. The theme of this project was the cultural heritage site
"Kalimba" (designated as a national site) adjacent to the university, and the aim was to design a site related to
regional development through workshops while considering interaction with the region for the realization of
a sustainable regional society. In this paper, we clarify the process of creating a workshop using the bengala
vermillion, which symbolizes the Late Jomon "Kalimba site," and discuss the significance of this workshop
based on observation and image data. In choosing the subject matter of the workshop, we took into consideration
that the workshop should be "collaborative" and "not transient," and we also considered the developmental stage
of the participating children to deepen their understanding of the materials with the cooperation of the dye artist
Kitunai and our students. From the discussion of the production process, it was suggested that the workshop
should be "open-ended," have "abstract actors," and "new experiences" in order to make the participants'
participation in local cultural activities positive and necessary for sustainable community development in
the future where diversity is valued. In addition, based on the participants' behavior after the production and
the comments of the Eniwa City Social Education Committee member, it was suggested that the expressive
activities using local resources led to the visualization of Kalimba Shu in a way that had never been seen before,

and that it led to empathy on a level of sensitivity that went beyond knowledge-based understanding.



